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Set in 1777 during the Revolutionary War, young Maddy Rose leads what appears to be a normal colonial girl’s life. Her father fought and died for the American cause, and her brother, Jonathan, has joined Washington’s Army, stationed nearby. Maddy Rose, an apprentice to a seamstress, passes through the bustling city relatively unnoticed by the British occupants. Even her scarlet stockings do not call attention to Maddy as she spies on ships docked in the nearby harbor. The clever Maddy and her brother devised a plan to alert Washington’s Army of any suspicious ships entering the harbor. Maddy cleverly arranges her petticoats and stockings on her third story clothesline weekly to reflect ship activity in the harbor. Jonathan regularly sneaks into the city in disguise to check the coded clothesline. One night a stranger appears instead of Jonathan bringing news of Jonathan’s death and his blue coat. Grief-stricken by the loss of her brother, Maddy Rose makes a flag from her scarlet stockings, white petticoats, and Jonathan’s blue coat. After the British are defeated, Maddy’s flag hangs proudly over her clothesline. Papp’s lifelike oil illustrations are complementary in their interpretation of events. Children studying the Revolutionary War will relate to Maddy’s story as they are transported back in time to frantic Philadelphia. Recommended. Patricia Carey, Fourth Grade Teacher, Hull Sanford Elementary, Hull, GA. 

