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Lesson Title:  Native American Tribal Research

Brief Description:  After studying regional sects of Native Americans, students will research individual tribes using encyclopedias and create a visual representation of facts learned. Projects will be displayed in the school or media center.
Grade Level: 4, social studies, heterogeneous group

Time Frame: one 90 minute class period (lesson to be taught in regular classroom due to space)
Curriculum Connection:  
SS4.8
Describes the impact of climate and physical environment on the lifestyles of American Indians (Plains, Eastern Woodlands, Southwestern, Pacific Northwest, Georgia Natives).
SS4.28
Describes and illustrates how periods in history were reflected through music, art, and literature.

SS4.35

Organizes information into useable and efficient forms.

SS4.39
Analyzes information from two or more sources for agreements, contradictions, facts, and opinions.

Information Literacy Connection:
ILS 1
Students will access information efficiently and effectively. LMS will provide learning activities to reinforce alphabetical order to access information. LMS will introduce students to the position of guide words found in a variety of materials. Students will identify various media sources for research.
ILS 2
Students will evaluate information critically and competently. LMS will provide activities and resources to locate specific information. 

ILS 3
Students will use information effectively and creatively. LMS will motivate students to participate in reading activities. LMS will assist students in the use of…media materials containing guide words. LMS will direct students in the use of various media resources.

ILS 6
Students will strive for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation. LMS will allow students to display projects in the media center. 

Procedures:

1. How will you gain the learners’ attention?
Tell students that they will have a portion of the media center come to them, and some will become classroom librarians.
2. How will you inform the learners of the objective of your lesson?
LMS will ask students to help her learn about specific Native American tribes and how they depended on the environment for survival. Discuss what information resources one might use to locate information about particular tribes. Guide students to encyclopedias.
3. How will you stimulate recall of prior learning?
Students’ prior learning will be stimulated through a recall of the regional sects of Native Americans (Plains, Eastern Woodlands, Southwestern, Pacific Northwest, Georgia Natives) as they view a large wall map of the United States.

4. What stimulus will you present and how will you present it?
LMS will tell students that they can dig deeper into the buried history of the Native American people through research. Assign two student librarians. LMS will discuss with students how they will select a Native American tribe from a United States map (overhead transparency) and research that tribe in an encyclopedia volume; students will create a “buffalo hide” or “tree bark” (depending upon the regional area) visual containing an index card with three facts they already knew and found in the reference tool, two facts that they did not formerly know, and the one most interesting fact found about their selected tribe (3-2-1 activity; see visual at end of this section).

5. How will you provide guidance to the learners?
LMS will review how to locate information within a set of encyclopedias (volume, guide words) and will model the process of “checking out” the proper volume from the class librarian, book etiquette, and demonstrating how to look up a particular topic in the volume. LMS will also review plagiarism and how copying directly from the source without citing is illegal and unethical. LMS will demonstrate with sample topic how project should be completed. Colored sticky dots will be used on the index cards as a visual reminder of the 3-2-1 activity mentioned in procedure 4 above. The LMS and teacher will circulate throughout room and assist individuals as necessary (those needing additional support will be identified to the LMS by the teacher prior to implementation of lesson).
6. How will you elicit performance from the learners?
LMS and teacher will ask open ended questions to individual students as they read entries and evaluate and assimilate information, adding it to their index card.

7. How will you provide feedback during the performance?
LMS and teacher will encourage and support throughout lesson with individualized feedback on the research process.

8. How will you assess the performance?
LMS and teacher will assess performance by observation and questioning of individual students.

9. How will you enhance retention and transfer?
Retention and transfer will be enhanced as LMS and teacher discuss specific tribes to the regional area from which they originate and relate this to regional attributes studied in the unit.

Preps: Two sets of encyclopedias checked out and carted to classroom; Review map to determine if there are enough tribes and corresponding encyclopedias to research for the number of students in class. If the LMS finds that more tribes are necessary to meet the number of students, an option would be to research key words (i.e., lodge, tipi, wampum, etc.); Prepare overhead transparency of US map with tribes listed geographically.
Technology, resources, and materials needed: Classroom wall map of United States; overhead transparency of US map with tribes shown geographically; supply of brown construction paper (to be “weathered” by students); index cards; 3 colors of sticky dots to attach to index cards for the 3-2-1 activity; sharpie pens; assorted colored construction paper and yarn to create “feathers” to attach as a decorative touch. 
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