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Initially I had thought that I would analyze a unit taught in the intermediate grades; however, after reviewing my curriculum map, I noticed that little or no technology was included in instruction for units in the primary grades. It became apparent to me that technology integration might be more difficult to teach with younger learners, and thus avoided. 

The unit I chose to analyze is Mrs. Eades’ unit on animal classification. I recall from our curriculum map interviews that Mrs. Eades previously taught this unit to her second grade class and adapted it for the first grade when she changed grade levels last year. When I asked Mrs. Eades if the technology teacher had any responsibilities in conjunction with the unit, she stated that she had not considered that option. Additionally, the only way she used the services of the media center was to have the media specialist pull books and read animal books to the class during their biweekly visit to the media center. In general, I would describe the style of Mrs. Eades’ instruction as a cross between instructivist and constructivist. After talking with her about her unit, I believe that she would be very receptive to technology enhancements to her unit, as long as it did not increase her workload tremendously. 


First of all, I would meet jointly with Mrs. Eades and our technology teacher to brainstorm ways that we could integrate technology learning into the unit. I would suggest that the students use Graph Club to create Venn diagrams and other types of graphs in order to record data in a visual format. Additionally, I would suggest that the students use KidPix to create categories and click/drag animals into these categories. Since the students visit the computer lab once per week as a special area, both of these computer programs could easily be integrated; Mrs. Eades would need only communicate with the technology specialist the recent foci of her lessons.


Additionally, I could assist Mrs. Eades in creating a PowerPoint presentation in order to incorporate some information from her dated overheads into a more visually pleasing form of instruction, adding graphics and music. Mrs. Eades is quite familiar with PowerPoint, but I would offer to assist in the production to help her with time management. Currently I use a PowerPoint review program in my classroom that is similar to the Jeopardy game series, but is teacher created. I could assist Mrs. Eades in adapting this PowerPoint so her students can participate in this fun review game.  


I would encourage Mrs. Eades to send small groups of students to the media center in order for me to work directly with them, showing them how to use the OPAC to locate books on animals. I know that Mrs. Eades has three reading groups that she reads with daily for approximately 20-25 minutes. I believe that Mrs. Eades would be receptive to this idea. When she reads with one group, the other two groups are either completing seatwork or participating in literacy centers. I would suggest that Mrs. Eades send her small groups during their literacy center time. 

Furthermore, Mrs. Eades could send her students to the media center on a regular basis during her reading group time to meet with me to prepare and rehearse a script for the morning broadcast. I would also teach groups of students how to “book talk” and we would feature books related to the animal unit on the broadcast. I would also have some of the students “buddy” with the fifth graders who run the production of the morning broadcast, enabling them to have hands-on experience with the audiovisual equipment and the production process. 


Finally, I would recommend the following websites for Mrs. Eades to peruse in order to get more fresh ideas for her unit:

	http://sln.fi.edu/tfi/units/life/classify/classify.html

	This website provides information and details about specific animals that would support the curriculum. There are many visuals that could be shared via use of a scan converter.

	http://www.apples4theteacher.com/science.html#animalclassification

	This website contains information relating to the existing unit that could be used to support the curriculum.

	http://www.theteachersguide.com/mammals.html

	Links to photos of specific animals, attributes, and habitats. 

	http://www.curriculum.edu.au/download/lesspln/animals.htm

	Lesson plan where students create imaginary creature using their knowledge of animal features.


